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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (In  acres)  ..o  o.. 

Resident  mid-year  population,  1961  (as  estimated 
by  Registrar  General)  ..o  « 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  o..  ... 

Rateable  value  (end  of  1960)  ...  .o.  , 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  . 


69,939 

26,610 

8,318 

£198,516 

£819 


The  estimated  mid-year  populatipn  was  26,610  compared  with 
25,150  in  1960.  As  there  was  only  a slight  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  Increase  must  be  due  to  immigration  into  the  district. 

WEATHER  CONDITIONS 


Although  not  quite  so  wet,  the  weather  of  1961  closely  followed 
the  pattern  of  the  previous  year.  There  was  a warm, dry  early  spring  and 
summer  followed  by  dull,  wet  conditions  for  the  main  holiday  months  of  July, 


August  and  September.  October  was  also  exceptionally  wet,  with  rather  drier 
weather  in  the  last  two  months.  Rainfall  was  2**  above  average  for  the  year 
as  a whole. 

The  highest  temperatures  were  recorded  in  the  latter  part  of  Jvme, 
when  the  thermometer  reached  the  eighties  on  several  occasions,  while 
exceptional  ^old  was  experienced  with  heavy  frost  at  the  end  of  December. 

To  sum  up,  this  was  a year  with  early  promise  of  good  weather, 
which  deteriorated  halfway  through,  giving  another  very  disappointing 
summer  and  wet  autumn. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

LGg  eeo  •••  ••• 

210 

164 

374 

I XlGgl •••  a«* 

11 

9 

20 

— 

— 

— 

221 

173 

394 

— — 

— — 

— — 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

14.09' 

Birth  rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex 

• • • 

14.37 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  & Wales) 

• • • 

17.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

•••  •••  ••• 

3 

4 

7 

I H0gl^llDd.tG  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ... 

17.5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (England  &.  Wales) 

18.7 

DEA.'FHS  •••  •••  ••• 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Death  rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  ... 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  &.  Wales) 

180 

208 

388 

10.42 

7.53 

12.0 
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Infant  Mortality  - Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

e o • 

o o e 

o e e 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

0 0 9 

o o o 

0 O 0 

6 

3 

9 

Additional  Statistics 


Fore hoe  & England 

Hens te ad  &.  Wales 


Infant  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under 
one  year  per  1,000  live  births)  ...  22.8 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (Infant  deaths  under 
four  weeks  per  1,000  live  births)  «•.  12 „6 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  oco  24.06 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ••• 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 
live  births  «•«  5.0% 

Maternal  deaths  (deaths  ascribed  to 
pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion)  ,«« 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births  o.. 

Perinatal  Mortality  ...  27,9 


21.4 

15.5 


5.9% 


32.2 


These  tables  show  that  the  district  is  gaining  by  birth  at  less 
than  the  average  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole  and  at  a slightly  lower 
rate  than  in  1960  but  is  losing  by  death  at  a much  lower  rate  than  England 
and  Wales  and  at  an  even  lower  rate  than  last  year.  In  fact,  while  the 
average  death  rate  for  the  whole  country  has  gone  up,  that  for  the  district 
has  gone  down. 

The  illegitimacy  rate  is  higher  this  year  but  is  still  below  the 
national  figure  of  5.9%. 

Infant  mortality  has  risen  to  22.8  this  year  compared  with  the 
record  low  figure  of  16.2  in  1960  and  is  Just  above  the  record  national 
figure  of  21.4.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  associated  with  childbirth 
and  there  were  fewer  stillborn  infants. 
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Causes  of  9 Infant  Deaths 


There  were  9 Infant  deaths,  6 male  and  3 female.  Four  of  these 
occurred  on  the  first  day  of  life,  2 of  them  within  an  hour  of  birth.  The 
other  5 died  at  one  week,  one  month,  11  weeks,  6 and  10  months  respectively. 
The  causes  of  death  are  classified  as  follows;” 


Congenital  causes  - (4) 


Infections 
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1 Prematurity  at  1 hour, 

1 Imperforate  anus  at  1 day, 

1 Atelectasis  at  7 hours, 

1 Cerebral  haemorrhage  at  30  minutes, 

2 Broncho  pneumonia  at  1 month  and 

6 months, 

1 Pneumococcal  Meningitis  at  1 week. 


Accidental  asphyxia  (2) 


1 Aspiration  of  stomach  contents  at 

11  weeks. 

1 Convulsions  at  10  months. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  4 of  these  deaths  might  be 
classed  as  inevitable,  i,e.,  due  to  causes  not  yet  under  our  control,  3 were 
due  to  infections  which  should  certainly  be  preventable,  while  the  2 deaths 
from  asphyxia  are  accidents  which  prompt  treatment  might  prevent  from  becoming 
fatal,  but  which  unfortunately  may  occur  suddenly  without  warning. 

The  deaths  from  Infection  show  once  again  how  important  it  is  that 
Infants  should  have  plenty  of  air  space  and  never  be  subjected  to  over- 
crowded conditions.  The  simple  cold  in  the  head  to  the  older  child,  or  adult, 
may  cause  a susceptible  infant  to  succumb  to  pneumonia. 

These  fatalities  also  show  that  people  with  colds  and  other 
infections  should  see  that  they  neither  infect  their  own  nor  other  people's 
babies.  Some  of  the  more  thoughtless  will  think  nothing  of  "coming  to  tea" 
to  a house  with  a young  Infant  in  it  although  suffering  from  a streaming 
cold.  Mothers  should  risk  the  loss  of  such  friends,  rather  than  subject 
their  infants  to  this  real  hazard  to  their  lives. 

Premature  Births 

Total  number  of  premature  births  ; > 18 

Total  number  of  premature  stillbirths  ; 4 

Total  number  of  deaths  due  to  prematurity  : 1 

There  were  18  premature  births  in  1961  but  there  was  only  one 
death  from  this  cause. 


Premature  Deaths  - (1  - 40  years) 

There  were  12  registered  deaths  of  persons  between  the  ages  of 
1 and  40  years,  4 more  than  in  1960,  All  but  2 of  these  deaths  were  males 
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and  half  of  the  total  were  children  under  15,  3 of  them  being  under  6 years. 
The  causes  of  these  premature  deaths  were  as  follows;- 

Accidental  - (3)  1 (Road)  Male,  aged  33. 

2 (Drowning)  Males,  aged  4 and  16, 

Suicide  - (1)  Male,  aged  31. 


Acute 

Infective  Illness  (6) 


2 (Broncho -pneumonia)  Males,  2 and  9 - both 

mentally  subnormal. 

2 (Acute  Ihfluenza)  Females,  aged  20  & 23, 
1 (Acute  Laryngotracheitis)  Male,  aged  4. 

1 (Infective  Hepatitis)  Male,  38. 


>P<ist-operative  (2) 


1 (Heart  operation)  Male,  aged  15. 
1 (Duodenal  ulcer)  Male,  aged  36. 


The  notable  feature  of  the  above  table  is  that,  thfeoretically,  all 
the  above  deaths  were  preventable.  The  3 accidents,  an  adult  male  on  the 
road  and  2 boys  from  drowning  are,  of  course,  wholly  avoidable.  Road  safety 
is  dealt  with  under  "Accidents  on  the  Roads", but  the  hazard  of  water  needs 
quite  other  precautions. 

Firstly,  every  child  should  learn  to  swim  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity  and  we  must  welcome  the  widespread  efforts  being  made  to  provide 
more  swimming  pools  in  the  schools.  Secondly,  we  must  remember  that 
ornamental  water  in  gardens,  whether  it  be  lily  pond  or  swimming  pool,  is 
fL  natural  attraction  to  and  the  possible  grave  of  any  small  unattended  child. 
The  equivalent  of  a fireguard  must  be  arrsinged  until  the  whole  family  is  of 
an  age  to  live  with  the  water  hazard  in  safety.  Thirdly,  all  those  who 
take  children  and  non-swimmers  on  watery  holidays,  should  insist  on  some 
form  of  life-jacket  being  in  constant  use*  The  yearly  toll  of  young  lives 
in  drowning  accidents  can  surely  be  prevented* 

With  regard  to  acute  infective  illness,  we  have  come  to  regard  this 
as  wholly  controlled  by  modern  drugs  and  no  longer  the  killer  that  we  used  to 
know.  The  above  deaths  of  young  persons  show  that  influenza,  acute  upper 
respiratory  infection  and  infective  hepatitis  can  still  be  fatal  in  spite  of 
pur  modern  treatment.  Two  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  acute  fulminant 
attacks  of  influenza,  both  young  women  in  their  early  twenties,  cases  very 
reminiscent  of  those  seen  in  the  pandemic  of  1918  which  killed  so  many  young 
people  in  a matter  of  hours.  We  still  need  to  be  on  our  guard  against  the 
recrudescence  of  these  virulent  infections  that  we  had  begun  to  think  of  as 
past  history. 

The  2 post-operative  deaths  could  almost  be  classed  as  accidental 
in  view  of  the  very  high  degree  of  surgical  skill  and  the  efficient  methods 
of  resuscitation  now  available  to  patients.  The  "death  on  the  table"  is 
now  a statistical  rarity. 
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AGE  GROUPS  (deaths  from  all  causes) 


Age  Infants  Pre-  School  Working  Life  Pensionable  Age 

under  1 School  Age  15-40  41-50  51-65  66-75  76-85  86-95  95+ 

Totals  9 3 1 8 17  47  90  142  68  3 

It  will  be  seen  that  78.0%  of  all  deaths  occurred  over  the  age  of 
65,  54.8%  over  the  age  of  75  and  18,2%  over  85.  A total  of  72  deaths  were 
registered  during  working  life,  47  of  these  being  between  the  ages  of  51  and 
65.  There  were  3 old  people  who  died  between  the  ages  of  95  and  100. 

Again  there  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis,  a woman  aged  50. 
As  recorded  above,  there  were  2 deaths  of  young  women  from  acute  influenza 
and  one  death  from  acute  infective  hepatitis,  a man  aged  38. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Registrar  General) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ••• 

- 

1 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

M02LsXgS  # • • • • • 

- 

- 

- 

other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus.. 

11 

- 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . • 

- 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

16 

25 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemla  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Diabetes  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

26 

30 

56 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

38 

18 

56 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

- 

4 

4 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

31 

65 

96 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

10 

22 

32 

Influenza 

2 

5 

7 

Pneumonia 

10 

9 

19 

Bronchitis  ••• 

6 

3 

9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

2 

- 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ••• 

- 

- 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ••• 

6 

— 

6 

Pregancy,  childbirtlT  and  abortion  .. 

- 

- 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

- 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

18 

28 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents  » • • 

6 

2 

8 

Suicide  •*. 

1 

- 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

180 

208 

388 
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CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

There  were  11  male  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  compared  with 
only  5 deaths  from  this  cause  in  1960.  They  occurred  at  the  following 
ages:" 

Age  not 

known  45-50  51-55  56-68  69-75  75+  Total 

1 3 2 13  1 11 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  majority  of  these  deaths  occurred 
during  working  life,  several  In  the  40*8  and  early  50's«  This  Is  a great 
'loss  of  active  life*  In  respect  of  these  men,  both  to  the  families  they 
support  and  to  the  community  generally.  Again  I should  like  to  stress 
the  fact  that  these  deaths,  associated  as  most  of  them  are  with  heavy 
smoking,  are  wholly  preventable  and  greatly  to  be  deplored. 

GENERAL  SURVEY  OF  MORTALITY 


The  commonest  onuses  of  death  were  malignant  disease  (Including 
all  forms  of  cancer)  50,  and  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  (188).  Coronary 
disease  was  responsible  for  56  deaths  compared  with  44  In  I960. 

INFE  C T I OUS  DISEASE 


Disease 


N/K  0-2  3-4  5-9  10-14  15-24  25-44  45-64  65+ 


Scarlet  fever  - 
Whooping  cough  - 
Measles  7 

Pneumonia  1 

Dysentery 
Erysipelas  - 
Food  poisoning  - 
Infective 

hepatitis  1 
Puerperal 

Pyrexia  1 


2 5 14 

9 4 12 

92  104  309 

- - 2 

2 1- 

- - 1 

- - 1 


3 1- 

3-1 
65  18  5 

3-2 
11- 
- - 2 

-11 

6 14 

- - 1 


- - 25 

- - 29 

- - 600 

5 20  33 

- - 5 

-4  6 

- - 3 

1-14 

- - 2 


10  105  114  339  81  22  16  6 24  717 


There  were  717  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  during  1961, 
compared  with  a total  of  281  in  the  previous  year.  The  main  reason  for  this 
rise  was  a very  large  outbreak  of  measles  amounting  to  600  cases  compared 
with  only  86  In  1960.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  much  less  dysentery, 
only  5 cases  being  'notified  compared  with  103  the  year  before.  More 
pneumonia  cases  were  notified,  the  main  Increase  being  In  those  over  65. 
Other  minor  fluctuations  were  less  scarlet  fever  but  more  whooping  cough. 
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Apart  from  the  large  rise  due  to  measles,  the  total  number  of 
other  infectious  diseases  was  much  less  than  in  1960,  namely,  117  compared 
with  195, 


There  were  19  deaths  from  pneumonia  mainly  in  the  elderly  and 
7 deaths  from  Influenza  but  no  other  deaths  from  acute  infectious  disease, 

MEASLES 

The  large  measles  epidemic,  which  followed  the  pattern  of  the  country 
as  a whole,  began  in  1960  and  45  cases  were  notified  in  January,  1961,  The 
largest  number  occurred  in  February  and  March  (293),  the  figures  dropping 
to  a third  of  this  by  April  with  a further  rise  in  June,  In  July,  August 
and  September,  many  cases  were  still  being  notified  but  by  October  the 
epidemic  had  entirely  ceased. 

Most  of  the  parishes  in  the  district  were  affected  with  specially 
large  outbreaks  at  Costessey,  Poringland,  Barnham  Broom  and  Hingham,  It 
was  largely  a school  epidemic  with  only  a third  of  the  cases  occurring  under 
the  age  of  5,  18  cases  were  notified  in  young  persons  betwen  15  and  24 

and  there  were  5 adult  cases  in  the  25-44  age  group. 

In  spite  of  the  size  of  the  outbreak  and  the  nxmbers  of  infants 
affected,  no  cases  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  and  no  deaths  or 
complications  have  been  reported, 

WHOOPING  COUGH 


Again  there  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough 
notified  during  the  year,  29  compared  with  14  in  1960  and  half  of  these 
were  under  school  age. 

With  the  more  general  use  of  preventive  vaccination,  more  children 
each  year  are  acquiring  some  Immunity  to  the  disease  but  this  does  not  always 
prevent  an  attack.  There  is  evidence,  however,  that  in  vaccinated  children, 
the  attacks  are  modified  and  the  resulting  disease  is  milder  and  shorter 'lived. 
Certainly,  the  after  effects,  complications  and  deaths  have  been  greatly 
reduced  in  recent  years  and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  widespread  use  of 
vaccination, 

POLIOMYELITIS 


Again  this  year  there  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis, 
POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

The  position  in  Area  4 at  31st,  December,  1961  was  as  follows: 

Under  5 
5-17 
18  - 27 
28  - 40 


- 75%  completed  treatment. 
85% 

- 40%  " ” 

22% 
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INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS  (epidemic  jaundice) 


The  outbreak  of  infective  hepatitis  mainly  affecting  the 
parish  of  Poringland  in  1960  continued  during  the  first  3 months  of  1961. 
There  were  14  cases  altogether y half  of  them  being  adults  and  the  other  half 
children  of  school  age. 

There  were  5 families  with  multiple  cases,  4 cases  occurring  in 
one  household  and  3 in  another.  Unfortunately  there  was  one  fatal  case, 
an  adult  male  aged  38,  due  to  liver  damage.  No  other  complications  were 
reported.  A few  single  cases  were  notified  from  other  parishes  during  the 
autumn  but  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a further  outbreak  occurred. 


INFECTIOUS  GASTRO"  ENTERITIS 

t 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 


Following  the  large  number  of  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  notified 
in  1960,  it  was  gratifying  to  record  that  only  5 cases  occurred  in  the  district 
during  1961. 

FOOD  POISONING 


Only  2 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  October  and  both 
were  due  to  salmonella  typhimurium. 

ENTERIC  DISEASES 


No  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  was  notified  during  the  year. 
OTHER  OUTBREAKS 


The  year  has  been  specially  notable  for  the  mnnber  of  outbreaks  of 
sickness  reported  from  the  schools.  Altogether  8 schools  have  reported 
quite  a number  of  cases:- 


January 

April 

September 

November 


Stoke  Holy  Cross 
Barnham  Broom 
Newton  Flotman 
Hethersett 
Shotesham 
Poringland 
Bar  ford 

Costessey  Infants 


The  outbreaks  all  followed  the  saune  pattern,  several  children 
being  attacked  by  sudden  bouts  of  vomiting,  sometimes  accompanied  by 
diarrhoea,  with  further  cases  occurring  daily  for  a week  or  10  days. 
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Recovery  in  nearly  all  cases  has  been  rapid  and  complete, 
affected  children  sometimes  returning  to  school  feeling  quite  well  on  the 
following  day. 

Although  it  was  suspected  that  all  these  occurrences  were  due  to 
a virus  known  to  cause  epidemic  vomiting,  each  affected  school  was  visited 
and  specimens  examined  from  typical  cases  to  exclude  a diagnosis  of  either 
sonne  dysentery  or  food  poisoning.  In  no  outbreak  were  either  of  these 
conditions  discovered. 

At  the  same  time,  a careful  inspection  was  made  of  canteen 
arrangements,  washing  facilities,  food  storage  and  other  matters  which  might 
affect  the  health  of  the  school  community.  In  many  cases,  reports  were 
made  to  the  County  Education  Department  suggesting  improvements,  particularly 
in  regard  to  the  provision  of  hot  water  for  hand  basins. 

At  the  present  time,  it  is  difficult  to  recommend  any  measures  which 
would  prevent  these  outbreaks  in  schools  but  hand  washing  being  such  a vital 
factor  in  the  control  of  all  bowel  diseases,  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged 
that  this  practice  is  an  essential  part  of  education  in  personal  hygiene. 
Unless  children  are  taught  to  wash  their  hands  at  school  they  will  be  unlikely 
to  acquire  the  habit  elsewhere  and  it  is  quite  unreasonable  to  expect  them  to 
wash  adequately  in  cold  water,  particularly  in  the  winter  months.  The 
provision  of  a good  hot  water  supply  to  all  hand  basins  should  be  statutorir 
in  all  schools. 


TUBERCULOS  IS 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  and  sex  incidence  during  the  year:- 


Age  Grouns 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonarv 

Non-Pulraonarv 

Pulmonarv 

Non-Pulmonarv 

0-1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

2-5 

6-15 

1 

mm 

• 

M mm 

16-25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26-35 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36-45 

- 

- 

- 

& 

- 

- 

- 

46-55 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

56-65 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Over  65 

• 

* 

•• 

• 

• 

•• 

• • 

Totals  : 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

mm  M 
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Cases  on  Register  at  31st.  December,  1961: 


Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Total 

1961 

1960 

1961 

1960 

1961 

1960 

Male 

54 

61 

4 

18 

58 

79 

Female 

38 

45 

12 

21 

50 

66 

Totals  : 92 

106 

16 

39 

108 

145 

There  was  a total  of  108  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  37  less  than  in  1960,  Only  5 new  pulmonary  cases  were 
notified  and  3 non-pulmonary , compared  with  4 pulmonary  and  one  non- 
pulmonary  last  year.  There  was  again  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis, 
a female  aged  50, 

INCIDENCE 


Area 

County  of  Norfolk 
Forehoe  &.  Henstead 

MORTALITY 

County  of  Norfolk 
Forehoe  & Henstead 
England  & Wales 

PREVENTION 

B.C.G  Vaccination 

The  acceptance  rate  and  the  results  of  tuberculin  testing  for 
those  attending  schools  in  the  Area  are  shown  as  follows:- 


Total  number  in  Age  Group 

509 

Number  tested 

f 

325 

Acceptance  Rate 

63.8% 

Number  positive 

• 

« 

76 

Rate  Positive 

23.3% 

Number  vaccinated 

• 

221 

Pulmonary 


Rate 


Non-Pulmonary 


Rate 


123 

5 


0.31 

0.018 


17 

3 


0,044 

0.11 


17 

1 

2998 


0,04 

0.04 

0.064 


331 


0,007 


in  Schools. 
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ROAD 


ACC  IDENTS 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Road  Safety  Officer  I am  again 
able  to  give  the  following  information  about  the  road  accidents  which 
occurred  in  this  district  in  1961,  The  figures  refer  to  road  accidents 
involving  injury  only,  not  necessarily  to  residents  of  this  district:- 


Fatal 

1961  1960 

Serious 
1961  1960 

Slit 

1961 

rht 

1960 

Total 

1961  1960 

Drivers 

03 

CZ9 

26 

17 

31 

21 

57 

38 

Passengers 

1 

- 

12 

18 

36 

30 

49 

48 

Motor  Cyclists 

3 

1 

28 

17 

19 

18 

50 

36 

Pillion  Passengers 

- 

1 

5 

6 

4 

2 

9 

9 

Pedal  Cyclists 

= 

14 

9 

13 

22 

27 

31 

Pedestrians 

1 

8 

8 

10 

8 

18 

17 

Totals  s 

4 

3 

93 

75 

113 

101 

210 

179 

Unfortunately , the  figures  for  accidents  with  injury  have  risen  sharp 
ly  since  last  year.  There  was  a total  of  31  more  accidents  than  in  1960 
giving  the  highest  figure  yet  recorded  since  this  item  was  included  in  my 
Annual  Report  in  1958. 

Four  people  were  killed  compared  with  3 last  year,  3 motor  cyclists 
and  1 passenger  in  a car.  Accidents  causing  serious  injury  amounted  to  93, 
compared  with  75  and  those  causing  slight  injury  to  113  compared  with  101, 

The  2 classes  of  road  user  accounting  for  all  this  increase  were 
the  actual  drivers  of  the  vehicles,  either  car  or  motor  cycle.  Motorists 
had  nearly  a third  more  accidents  and  motor  cyclists  14  more.  Accidents 
causing  injury  to  other  road  users  were  either  about  the  same  or  slightly 
less  in  number  than  last  year.  Pedal  cyclists  had  the  best  experience 
with  4 less  accidents  than  last  year,  while  pedestrians  suffered  only  one 
more. 


CHILDREN'S  ACCIDENTS 


Again  this  year  there  are  separate  figures  for  accidents  to 
child  pedestrians  and  cyclists  and  the  adult  figures  are  given  for  com- 
parison in  the  following  tables- 
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Fatal 

Serious 

Slieht 

Total 

Total  of  Injured 

children 

Children 

(pedestrians) 

- 

1 

4 

5 ) 

under  15 

(cyclists) 

— 

5 

3 

8 ) 

13 

Adults 

(pedestrians) 

- 

7 

6 

13  ) 

Total  of  injured 

over  15 

(cyclists) 

- 

9 

10 

19  ) 

adults 

32 

Totals  : 

22 

23 

45 

45 

The  total  ntunber  of  accidents  causing  injury  to  children  under  15  was 
3 less  than  last  year,  but  unhappily  5 of  those  on  cycles  suffered  serious 
injury.  No  child  was  actually  killed  on  the  roads  of  the  district  during 
the  year. 

It  would  appear  from  the  above  tables  that  travelling  by  road  has 
become  a more  hazardous  procedure  for  those  in  charge  of  motor  driven  vehicles 
whether  on  4 or  2 wheels.  This  suggests  that  the  quality  of  the  driving, 
and  indeed  perhaps  the  driver,  is  a vital  factor  in  his,  or  her,  road  safety. 
Better  training  for  all  drivers  and  more  frequent  disqualification  of  bad 
and  dangerous  ones  might  eventually  reduce  our  alarming  casualty  figures. 

ROYAL  NORFOLK  SHOW 


The  Royal  Norfolk  Show  was  held  as  usual  at  the  Costessey  Showground 
in  this  rural  district  and  the  same  arrangements,  with  slight  modifications, 
were  made  to  acquaint  all  caterers  and  standholders  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  The  delivery  of  our  illustrated  diagram,  showing 
the  essential  services,  to  every  stand  the  day  before  the  Show,  enabled  every- 
one to  know  how  to  obtain  the  necessary  facilities  for  refuse  disposal  and 
swill.  The  standholders  appeared  to  appreciate  this  information  service  and 
most  of  them  were  most  anxious  to  co-operate  in  maintaining  a general  high 
standard  of  hygiene  on  the  Showground.  Every  year  conditions  improve  and  the 
Royal  Norfolk  Show  is  now  an  example  to  other  such  shows  up  and  down  the 
country  and  we  have  been  approached  by  other  organisers  for  information  as 
to  our  methods,  in  order  to  emulate  them. 

In  spite  of  our  vigilance,  however,  and  very  early  consultation  with 
the  Show  organisers  before  each  annual  event,  it  is  still  possible  for  an 
exhibit  to  be  set  up  which  ignores  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations^  1955, 
and  therefore  sets  a poor  example  in  clean  food-handling  to  those  visiting 
the  stand.  To  obviate  this  in  future,  all  exhibitors  who  will  have  food 
on  display  at  the  Show  will  be  advised  as  to  how  to  protect  it  from  contam- 
ination or  in  what  form  it  would  be  advisable  to  present  it.  Excellent  co- 
operation has  been  received  from  all  concerned  and  it  is  now  hoped  and  con- 
fidently anticipated  that  the  public  will  be  not  only  instructed  technically 
by  such  exhibits  but  will  also  be  shown  how  food  should  be  handled  at  all  times. 
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and  under  all  circumstances. 

I should  like  to  record  again  my  appreciation  of  the  helpful 
co-operation  of  the  Show  Committee  and  their  Secretary  who  have  made  our 
work  at  the  Showground  both  pleasant  and  effective. 


food  and  drugs  acts. 

1938  - 1955 


MILK  & DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

Brucella  Abortus  in  Milk 

Two  new  cases  of  herds  infected  with  brucella  abortus  were  reported 
and  investigations  were  still  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  infected  herd 
originally  discovered  in  1960, 

Both  these  lafeeted  herds  were  in  the  parish  of  Hingham  and  in 
neither  case  was  any  milk  retailed  raw.  It  was,  therefore,  unnecessary 
to  issue  restriction  notices  in  either  case  but  both  farms  were  visited  and 
advice  given  about  the  danger  to  the  family  or  farm  employees  of  drinking 
raw  milk  from  these  cows. 

In  the  ”T,T,”  herd  previously  reported  infected  in  1960,  investigations 
eventually  identified  the  cows  responsible  for  the  infection  and  these  were 
sold  for  slaughter.  Restrictions  were  removed  from  all  those  free  from 
infection  and  the  milk  supply  was  then  presumed  to  be  safe  for  retail  sale  in 
a raw  state.  Further  check  samples  will  be  taken  from  time  to  time  to 
ensure  that  the  infection  does  not  recur. 

All  these  cases  demonstrate  the  fact  that  raw  milk,  even  from  the 
best  herds  kept  under  the  most  modern  hygienic  conditions,  may  be  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  those  drinking  it.  In  the  case  mentioned  above,  the 
Infection  of  the  cows  was  actually  discovered  because  a case  of  confirmed 
undulant  fever  was  known  to  have  been  a habitual  consumer  of  milk  and  cream 
from  this  source.  It  is  not  known,  of  course,  how  many  other  consumers  have 
contracted  the  disease,  which  is  frequently  unsuspected  and  difficult  to 
diagnose.  Undulant  fever,  it  untreated,  causes  prolonged  illhealth  with 
recurrent  rises  of  temperature  and  children  are  particularly  vulnerable, 
being  larger  consumers  of  milk.  Contagious  abortion,  which  is  the  clinical 
form  of  disease  in  cows,  is  now  reasonably  rare  due  to  the  campaign  for 
the  treatment  of  lyeifers  with  S 19  vaccine.  Unfortunately,  although  this 
preventive  procedure  appears  to  be  effective  in  preventing  abortion  in 
most  cases,  it  does  not  always  prevent  the  cow  contracting  a sub-clinical 
infection  of  the  udder  which  results  in  the  excretion  of  live  organisms  in 
the  milk. 
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Until,  and  unless,  a really  effective  eradication  campaign  can 
be  successfully  carried  out  in  this  country,  raw  milk  will  continue  to 
be  a potential  source  of  infection  to  those  drinking  it.  The  only 
really  safe  milk  is  that  which  has  been  efficiently  heat-treated. 

There  is  no  dietetic  virtue  in  the  rawness  of  milk. 

ANTHRAX  ORDER.  1938 


There  was  only  one  case  of  suspected  anthrax  reported  during’  the 
year  and  this  was  not  confirmed. 


CONTAGIOU  S D 1 S E A S E 


SCABIES 


A large  family  at  Costessey  was  reported  to  be  suffering  from 
scabies  and  arrangements  were  made  for  them  all  to  attend  the  Norwich 
Public  Health  Department  for  treatment,  by  arrangement  with  the  City  Council. 
Unfortunately,  the  father  refused  to  attend  for  treatment  and  there  being 
no  legal  power  to  compel  him  to  do  so,  complete  eradication  of  the  con- 
tagion was  not  possible.  The  condition  recurred  later  and  further  treat- 
ment had  to  be  arranged.  Again  the  father  failed  to  present  himself  but 
a cure  seemed  to  be  effected  in  the  rest  of  the  family  and  no  further 
trouble  has  been  reported. 

It  would  seem  that  in  the  case  of  such  transmlssable  infections 
such  as  scabies,  there  should  be  some  power  to  examine  and  treat  persons 
strongly  suspected  of  being  in  an  Infectious  condition.  Fortunately,  this 
disease  is  now  very  rarely  found,  no  doubt  due  to  higher  living  standards 
and  general  l^^>rovement  in  personal  cleanliness. 


CONFERENCES 


In  November,  I attended  a Conference  on  Home  Safety  organised 
by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  as  a delegate  from 
this  Council. 

Home  Accidents  and  Fire  Prevention  were  the  main  topics  discussed, 
but  excellent  propaganda  material  was  also  available  on  Water  Safety,  a 
subject  very  topical  to  Norfolk  with  its  rivers,  broads  and  sea  coast. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 
DANGER  FROM  PLASTIC  BAGS 


The  danger  to  young  children  in  playing  with  plastic  bags,  was 
considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  authority  was  given  for 
suitable  warning  leaflets  to  be  distributed  with  the  Rate  Demands  and 
by  the  Rent  Collectors  to  Council  tenants. 
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At  the  request  of  the  Committee,  a method  of  resuscitation  by  mouth 
to  mouth  was  printed  on  the  back  of  the  leaflets  in  the  hope  that  if  a 
child  was  found  asphyxiated,  prompt  treatment  by  the  person  finding  it, 
might  avert  a tragedyo 


HEALTH  LECTURES  AND  OTHER  EDUCATION 

Many  talks  on  health  topics  have  been  given  by  me  to  various 
organisations  in  the  district  during  the  year*  The  technique  of  question 
and  answer  has  proved  to  be  ever  popular,  enabling  the  audience  to  ask 
what  it  wants  to  know  and  the  lecturer  to  supply  the  relevant  answers. 

This  is  a much  better  plan  than  the  set  lecture  on  a subject  which  may 
or  may  not  be  of  Interest  to  all  those  present. 

In  addition,  every  opportunity  is  taken  by  all  trained  members 
of  the  staff  to  point  out  the  health  hazards  and  methods  of  dealing  with 
them  in  the  course  of  routine  duties.  Much  very  useful  education  can  be 
imparted  on  the  iloorstep  or  in  the  family  kitchen.  Its  worth  cannot  be 
assessed  but  It  must  be  considerable. 

HOUSING 


Waiting  List 

1961 

1960 

No.  of  applicants  at  31st.  December 

• • 0 

• • • 

342 

275 

Analysis  of  Waiting  List 

Small  Unit  Families 

e • • 

• • d 

287 

235 

Large  Unit  Families 

• • • 

• o • 

55 

40 

NOTE ; Small  Unit  Families  are  those  suitable  for 

1 or  2 bedroomed  dwellings  and  consist  largely 
of  married  couples  with  1 child  or  2 children 
of  the  same  sex.  Large  Unit  Families  mainly 
represent  those  with  more  than  2 children,  or 

2 children  over  eight  years  of  age  of  opposite 
sex. 


Agricultural  workers 

• • • 

• • • 

63 

80 

Others 

• • • 

• • • 

279 

195 

Local  Authority  Houses 

Position  at  31st.  December.  1961 

% 

Pre-war 

• • • 

• • • 

861 

857 

Post-war 

• • • 

• • • 

1038 

1029 

1899  1886 
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NEW  BUILDING 


Houses  erected  during  1961 

By  Council  9 

By  Private  Building  237 


246 


Under  construction  at  end  of  1961 


By  Coxincil  7 and  1 shop 

By  Private  Building  141 


148 


Private  Building  during  last  5 years. 


1961 

237 


1960 

175 


1959 

120 


1958 

118 


1957 

156 


The  number  of  applicants  still  on  the  Council's  waiting  list  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  342,  which  is  67  more  than  in  December,  1960. 

There  were  less  families  of  agricultural  workers  on  the  list  but  Increases 
in  the  numbers  of  both  large  and  small  family  units. 

As  the  Council  only  erected  9 houses  during  1961,  early  reduction 
of  the  numbers  of  patient  applicants  seem  very  unlikely. 

Private  building  has  provided  237  houses  compared  with  175  in  1960, 
but  there  is  no  means  of  estimating  how  many  of  these  are  occupied  by 
families,  previously  on  the  Council's  waiting  list,  who  have  found  their 
own  alternative  to  a Council  house.  This  is  the  largest  amount  of  private 
building  recorded  in  any  one  year,  the  next  highest  figure  being  207  in  1955, 
A further  141  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  so  that  it  would 
appear  that  in  1962  an  even  higher  number  may  be  erected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  owned  1899  dwellings,  861  pre- 
war and  1,038  post-war,  and  these  represent  22%  of  all  the  inhabited  houses 
in  the  district. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Condemned  Properties 

Occupied 

Vacant 

Properties  still  standing 

.167 

74 

93 

Properties  demolished 

138 

Demolition  Orders  revoked 

12 

New  Demolition  Orders  made 

1961 

6 

Undertaklnes 

Properties  still  standing 

93 

43 

50 

Properties  demolished 

12 

Undertakings  revoked 

8 

New  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 

1961 

14 

A full  report  on  the  progress  of  the  Slum  Clearance  programme  will 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Fewer  new  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made  but  many  fewer  condemned 
properties  are  still  being  occupied  and  150  properties  were  demolished. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  EXISTING  PROPERTY 


Council  Dwellings 

I am  happy  to  record  considerable  progress  in  the  modernisation  of 
Council  dwellings.  The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

Complete  Amenities 


Costessey  4 
Flordon  4 
Poringland  6 
Rockland  St.  Mary  4 
Saxlingham  4 
Upper  Stoke  Holy  Cross  3 
Wreningham  4 


29 


Work  is  in  progress  to  provide  complete  amenities  in  the  following  parishes 

Costessey  8 
Poringland  3 
Upper  Stoke  Holy  Cross  1 
Swainsthorpe  4 


16 


Work  has  been  approved  to  provide  complete  amenities  but  has  not  yet 
started  in  the  following  parishes 


Rockland  St.  Mary  2 
Bawburgh  3 
Deopham  12 
Armlnghall  4 


21 

Tenders  for  conplete  amenities  awaiting  Ministry  approval  in  the  following 
parishes:- 

Hlngham 
Poringland 
Shotesham 


46 


Water  Supplies 

All  Council  houses  have  been  installed  with  piped  water  where  mains 
are  available.  On  3 sites  without  main  supplies,  water  will  become  available 
during  1962, 

Private  Houses  (Improvement  Grants) 

The  following  Improvement  Grants,  ’Discretionary’  and  ’Standard', 
were  made  during  the  years- 

Discretionary  grants 


Standard  grants 


(Seneral  Housing  Situation 

Although  many  more  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district  during 
the  year,  the  Council  only  erected  9 of  them.  With  a waiting  list  of  342 
families,  67  more  than  in  1960,  the  prospects  of  many  of  these  applicants  of 
being  re-housed  at  an  early  date  do  not  seem  very  good. 
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66  (affecting  80  units)  - £26,616 

(1  Discretionary  Grant  withdrawn) 

60  (affecting  70  units)  - £9,827 

(1  Standard  grant  withdrawn  and  2 others 
withdrawn  and  re-submitted  as  Discretionary 
grant  applications) 


24 

12 

10 


The  improvement  of  existing  property  has  been  extensive  and  at 
last  real  progress  is  being  made  in  the  modernisation  of  that  owned  by 
the  Council.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to 
report  that  only  a few  isolated  dwellings  lack  the  amenities  of  modern 
living. 


SOCIAL  HE  A L T H 


THE  ELDERLY 

The  16  Old  Peoples  Clubs  continued  to  flourish  during  the  year, 
providing  much  Interest  and  enjoyment  to  the  members. 

I regret  that  it  has  not  yet  proved  possible  to  stimulate  sufficient 
interest  in  Wreningham  and  Rockland  Stv  Maryito  start  clubs,  although  I am  sure 
that  there  are  enough  elderly  folk  in  each  parish  who  would  appreciate 
such  facilities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  1962  will  see  a flourishing  club 
started  in  one  or  both  places.  The  following  is  a list  of  existing  clubs: - 


Parish 

Meeting  Place 

Day  and  Time  of 

Meeting 

Bawburgh 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2,30 

4.30 

p.m. 

Braconash 

Reading  Room 

Tuesday 

2.30 

- 

4,30 

p.m. 

Colton 

Village  Hall 

Thursday  (alt.) 

2.30 

- 

4,30 

IX  ». 

New  Costessey 

Scouts  Hut 

Thursday 

2,30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Old  Costessey 

Parish  Room 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Deopham 

Church  Room 

Tuesday 

2,15 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Easton 

Village  Hall 

Wednesday (alt.  ) 

2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Hethersett 

Village  Hall 

Wednesday 

2.30 

- 

5.00 

p.m. 

Hlngham 

Lincoln  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Marlingford 

Social  Room 

Marlingford  Bell  P.H. 

Thursday  (alt.) 

2.30 

- 

4,30 

p.m. 

Mulbarton 

Wingfield  Hall 

Wednesday 

2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Porlngland 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2,30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Saxllngham 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

4.30 

p.m. 

Shotesham 

Village  Hall 

Thursday  (alt.) 

2.30 

- 

4,30 

pwm. 

Trowse 

Church  Room 

Thursday 

2.30 

- 

4,30 

p.m. 

Wicklewood 

Village  Hall 

Wednesday 

2.30 

• 

4,30 

p.m. 

THE  DISABLED 

The  District  Committee  of  the  Norfolk  Association  for  the  Care  of 
the  Haindicapped  continued  to  be  most  active  during  the  year.  A 
wonderful  Christmas  dinner  was  held  in  Norwich  and  parties  and  outings  of 
all  kinds  were  arranged  for  the  50  pr  so  severely  disabled  people  of  the 
district.  Under  the  able  Chairmanship  of  Mrs.  G,  Wright,  the  Forehoe  &.  Henstead 
District  Committee  is  one  of  the  most  effective  and, enterprising  in  the 
whole  county.  A great  debt  of  gratitude  is  owed  to  all  the  voluntary 
workers  and  car  drivers  who  make  these  excellent  activities  possible. 
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Norfolk  Cheshire  Home  ■»  The  Grove.  East  Carleton 


In  November,  1961,  the  first  Norfolk  Cheshire  Home  was  opened 
at  The  Grove,  East  Carleton  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  8 severely  disabled 
patients  were  in  residence  together  with  a Matron  and  staff.  When  a lift 
has  been  installed  to  enable  the  upper  floor  to  be  fully  used  by  patients, 
the  full  complement  will  be  about  30,  with  resident  staff  in  addition. 

The  house  is  beautifully  situated  with  extensive  grounds  including 
a large  lake  and  ideally  suited  for  the  purpose,  which  is  to  provide  homely 
care  for  severely  handicapped  people,  whose  only  alternative  might  be  the 
ward  of  a chronic  sick  hospital. 

Every  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  Management  Committee  in 
regard  to  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and  the  like;  the  skilled  advice  of 
the  Council’s  staff  being  readily  available  as  and  when  necessary.  Local 
residents  have  been  very  kind  and  helpful,  many  of  them  having  adopted  the 
patients  as  their  special  care  by  visiting,  bringing  gifts,  making  tea  and 
arranging  outings.  The  District  Committee  of  the  Norfolk  Association  has 
included  patients  from'The  Grove*,  in  all  the  activities  they  have  planned  for 
their  own  disabled  and  the  Management  Committee  has  appreciarted  this  service 
very  much. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  Forehoe  and  Henstead  has  the  only 
Cheshire  Home  in  East  Anglia,  linked  with  a large  chain  of  similar  Homes  all 
over  England  and  as  far  away  as  India  and  Malaya.  Group  Captain  Cheshire, 
the  founder,  has  already  seen  ‘The  Grove',  and  pronounced  himself  delighted 
with  it.  We  expect  to  have  further  visits  from  him  from  time  to  time. 


COUNTY  SERVICES 


County  Council  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  held  at  the  following 
times  and  places;- 


Centre 

Where  Held 

Dav  of  Month 

New  Costessey 

Methodist  Church 

3rd.  & last  Tuesday) 

Old  Costessey 

Parish  Hall 

2nd.  Tuesday 

) 

Hethersett 

Methodist  School  Room 

3rd.  Tuesday 

) Medical 

Hingham 

Lincoln  Hall 

2nd.  Wednesday 

)0fficer 

Mulbarton 

Wingfield  Hall 

1st.  Wednesday 

) attends 

Poring land 

Parish  Hall 

1st.  Tuesday 

)regularly. 

Stoke  Holy  Cross 

Village  Hall 

3rd.  Tuesday 

) 

Barnham  Broom 

Village  Hall 

1st,  Thursday 

)Medlcal 

Bawburgh 

Village  Hall 

last  Wednesday 

)0fflcer 

Morley  St.Botolph 

Village  Hall 

3rd.  Thursday 

) attends 

Rockland  St.  Mary 

Margaret  Mack  Hall 

last  Tuesday 

) occasion- 

S axlingham 

Village  Hall 

2nd.  Tuesday 

)ally. 

Shotesham 

Trinity  Hall 

2nd.  Wednesday 

) 

All  Centres 

are  held  from  2 p.m.  to 
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4 p.m. 

GENERAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Headquarters  : Local  Health  Office,  Area  4, 

Aspland  Road,  Rlv«rslde  Road,  Norwich 


County  Welfare  Officers  continue  to  provide  general  services 
throughout  the  district  and  in  addition  to  Headquarters,  there  are  the 
following  contact  points  where  the  public  can  obtain  advice 


Parish 


Welfare  Officer  attends 


Costessey 
C/0  Mr.  Cox, 

108  Norwich  Road. 


Wednesday  - 

11  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Hingham 

C/0  Mrs.  Rosbrook, 
Bell  Corner 


Monday  “ 

2.30  p.m. , to  3*30  p.m. 


GENERAL  SURVEY 


The  health  of  the  district  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 
Although  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  higher,  and  the  birth  rate  a little 
lower,  the  death  rate  was  appreciably  lower.  Tuberculosis  declined  in  both 
incidence  and  mortality. 

The  only  major  epidemic  was  measles  which  was  devoid  of  serious 
complications. 

The  housing  needs  of  the  population  are  still  serious  with  a rising 
waiting  list. 

Again  the  worst  feature  of  the  Ret)ort  is  the  even  larger  number  of 
casualties  amongst  the  road  users  of  the  district. 


CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
continued  support  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  of  the  courteous  efficiency  of  the  staff  at  all  times. 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IRENE  B.  M.  GREEN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended 
31st.  December,  1961 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  report  follows  the  lines  of  previous  years  and  I am  bound  to 
say  contains  very  little  of  an  outstanding  nature  but  it  does  give  I hope, 
a good  indication  of  the  many  duties  which  come  within  the  province  of  a 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  daily  routine. 

During  the  year  the  establishment  of  the  department  was  increased 
by  one  Inspector  and  other  changes  took  place.  Mr.  L.  Skelton  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  commenced  duties  on  the  30th.  January  as  the  Additional  Inspector, 
and  lilr.  G.  J.  L.  Horne  obtained  an  appointment  with  the  Lothingland  Rural 
District  Council,  Suffolk  and  left  us  on  the  11th.  June.  Mr.  R.  Stevenson 
of  Liverpool  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Horne  and  commenced  dt»ties  on 
11th. November. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  last  few  years  a large  proportion  of  the 
duties  have  been  in  connection  with  Meat  Inspection  and  Improvement  Grant 
applications,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  in  connection  with  meat  that 
100%  inspection  has  been  maintained.  There  has  also  been  a steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  improvement  grant  applications  received. 

I would  also  mention  another  point  of  interest,  namely,  the  decision 
to  replace  the  existing  temporary  depot  with  permanent  buildings  on  a site 
owned  by  the  Council  at  Ketteringham.  This  depot  will  provide  adequate 
accommodation  for  the  three  departments  concerned  with  Water  and  Sewerage, 
Public  Cleansing  and  Estates  Maintenance.  Housing  accommodation  is  also 
being  provided  on  the  site  and  the  work  was  well  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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SANITARY 


CIRCUMSTA  N C E S 


OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  and  visits  carfied  out 
by  the  public  health  inspectors  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  main 
items  of  public  health  duties 


Housing  &.  Public  Health  308 
Acts 

Complaints  and  Nuisances  164 
Infectious  disease  278 
Fumigations  3 
Meat  inspection  1685 
Shops  Act  &.  Food  Hygiene  107 
Knacker's  Yard  7 
Water  supplies  116 
Cemeteries  87 
Milk  &.  Dairies,  etc.  77 
Bakehouses  15 


Refuse,  Night  Soil  and  139 

Cesspool  Emptying 
Housing  Act,  1949-57,  1256 

House  Purchase  &,  Housing 
Act,  1959  (Improvement 
Grants) 

Petroleum  Acts  30 

Factories  Acts  86 

Movable  dwellings  174 

Miscellaneous 

(Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  Rent 
Act,  Royal  Norfolk  352 

Show,  Clean  Air,  Ice- 
cream, etc.)  


4884 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  general  source  of  water  supply  in  the  district  is  from  mains 
and  the  details  of  these  are  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

There  are  now  mains  water  supplies  available  in  practically  every 
parish  in  the  district,  either  within  the  Norwich  Corporation  Statutory 
Area  or  from  Wymondham  U.D.C.,  Headworks  at  Wicklewood.  The  responsibility 
for  mains  water  supplies  comes  under  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  Department, 
and  the  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  only  for  such  private  sources 
as  still  remain  in  the  nature  of  individual  wells  or  small  private  schemes. 

During  the  year  periodic  sampling  of  mains  supplies  revealed  no 
pollution  and  it  can  be  said  that  plurabo  solvent  action  is  unlikely  to  take 
place  in  connection  with  the  piped  supplies.  The  sampling  of  private  wells 
is  carried  out  whenever  complaints  are  received  or  when  any  doubt  occurs 
during  investigations  as  to  purity  of  a water  supply,  and  the  following  table 
gives  details  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year:- 
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No,  Taken 


Fit 


Unsatisfactory 


Bacteriological 


41 


22 


19 


Chemical  and 

Bacteriological  2 11 


Totals  ; 43 


23 


20 


It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  statutory  action  where 
works  or  alternative  supplies  were  found  necessary  when  pollution  occurs 
in  existing  supplies,  and  in  all  cases  the  necessary  improvements  have  been 
obtained  by  informal  action.  Prior  to  the  mains  supply  in  the  parish  of 

Deopham,  there  was  a temporary  shortage  of  well  water  in  part  of  the  parish 
and  it  was  necessary  in  a few  instances  to  provide  an  emergency  supply  in 
por table  t anks . 


SEWERACS.  SEWER  DITCHES  AND  CESSPOOL 

EMPTYING 


The  provision  of  new  sewerage  schemes  is  the  province  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor's  department  under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  steady  progress  is 
being  made  to  provide  sewerage  schemes  in  the  larger  parishes,  thereby 
reducing  in  such  parishes  the  need  for  the  difficult  service  of  night  soil 
collection.  Whilst  during  the  year  it  was  not  necessary  to  clean  out  any 
sewer  ditch,  I must  again  emphasise  the  need  for  the  Saxlingham  ditch  to 
be  given  the  greatest  possible  priority  and  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  ^h^n  the  term  "Saxlingham  Sewer  Ditch"  will  be  a thing  of  the  past. 

Further  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  Barnham  Broom  sewer 
ditch  and  the  piping  of  this  ditch  should  now  be  seriously  considered. 

The  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  continued  on  similar  lines  to  previous 
years^  both  in  connection  with  private  properties  and  Council  owned  Estates, 
except  that  for  privately  owned  properties  the  charge  was  reduced  to  10/- 
per  load  or  part  load  removed.  At  the  same  time  the  Council  decided  that 
owners  of  properties  who  had  not  taken  the  opportunity  of  connecting  to 
the  sewer,  would  be  charged  double  rate  for  this  work.  Once  again  I must 
report  that  despite  additional  sewerage  schemes,  the  call  on  the  cesspool 
emptying  service  has  increased  considerably. 
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year: - 


The  following  figures  show  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  during  the 


Loads 


Visits 

Removed 

(a) 

Private  ....  .... 

2337 

3284 

(b) 

Council,  Estates  Sewage  Plants 

705 

2134 

(c) 

Outside  District  ....  .... 

58 

87 

REFUSE  AND  NICgTT  SOIL  - COLLECTION 

AND  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  of  household  refuse  continued  on  a weekly  basis 
for  the  larger  parishes  such  as  Costessey,  Bingham,  Cringleford  and  Trowse 
Newton,  and  generally  on  a fortnightly  basis  for  the  remainder  of  the  district. 
During  the  year,  in  addition  to  new  properties,  a number  of  the  more  isolated 
groups  of  dwellings  were  brought  into  the  scheme  and  I think  it  can  now  be 
stated  that  the  whole  of  the  district  is  adequately  covered  wherever  it  is 
reasonably  practical  to  do  so.  It  has  become  obvious  that  changes  have  taken 
place  as  a result  of  the  new  building  programmes,  the  trend  to  use  more  tinned 
foods,  and  the  general  outlook  that  if  refuse  is  collected  everything  can  be 
put  into  the  dustbin.  Consequently  loads  are  more  bulky  and  difficulties 
arise  in  keeping  the  service  running  smoothly.  A survey  was,  therefore, 
carried  out  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  ascertain  as  much  detail 
as  possible  of  the  work  carried  out  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a re- 
organisation of  the  rounds,  with  possibly , changes  in  type  of  vehicles  must 
be  considered.  At  the  present  time  6 vehicles  are  available,  these 
comprise  three  types,  namely,  rear-loading  moving  floor  vehicles,  a dual-type 
rear  loader  and  a side  loader.  There  are  three  main  collection  rounds  and 
5 of  the  vehicles  are  normally  used  full-time  with  a total  of  16  workmen. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Council  owned 
tips  at  Hackford  and  Cringleford,  and  at  a privately  owned  tip  at  Porlngland. 
In  addition,  from  time  to  time,  smaller  private  tips  are  used  as  and  when 
available  but  chiefly  where  land  owners  require  disused  ponds  etc.,  to  be 
filled  up.  This  latter  arrangement  serves  two  purposes,  it  very  often 
helps  to  cut  down  the  time  wasted  by  long  hauls  to  tips  and  also  reclaims 
useful  agricultural  land. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  no  nuisance  occurred  at  the  main  Council 
controlled  tips  but  as  is  inevitable,  where  complete  control  by  the  Council 
is  not  possible,  several  fires  occurred  at  some  of  the  privately  owned  tips. 
These  were  quickly  dealt  with  and  any  nuisance  caused  was  of  short  duration. 
Before  leaving  the  subject  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  I must  comment 
on  the  large  amount  of  paper,  cardboard,  etc.  , which  is  now  collected  with 
household  refuse.  It  is  not  considered  economical  to  re-commence  a full 
salvage  scheme  and  the  presence  of  so  much  bulky  and  combustible  type  of 
material  creates  difficulties  both  in  collection  and  disposal.  It  has  been 
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suggested  that  further  appeals  should  be  made  to  the  public  but  from  past  - 
experience  this  would  appear  to  be  a waste  of  time.  The  following  gives  the 
main  figures  in  connection  with  refuse  collection  services 

No,  of  dwellings  and  business  premises  in  the  district  ....  9078 

No.  of  properties  served  ....  ....  8610 

No,  of  loads  collected  ....  ....  2210 

Approximate  tonnage  ....  ....  4500 


Whilst  there  is  no  special  salvage  scheme  operating  in  the  district, 
a small  amount  of  paper,  magazines,  cardboard,  rags  and  metals,  are  kept 
separate  and  sold  to  local  merchants.  In  an  endeavour  to  encourage  the 

refuse  collectors  to  salvage  as  much  as  possible,  a 25%  bonus  on  sales  is  paid 
to  them.  However,  when  comparing  the  following  figures  with  previous  years, 
it  would  appear  that  the  bonus  scheme  is  not  having  much  effect. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Salvage  Sold  ; 6 15  1 26  - which  realised 

the  sum  of  £48_j^_9^__0. 

) 

Night  soil  collection  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  previous 
years.  In  some  parishes  a smaller  number  of  dwellings  were  collected  from 
due  to  Sewerage  Schemes  and  were  replaced  by  including  other  parishes. 

The  following  parishes  or  part  parishes  being  served  - Bawburgh,  Bracon  Ash, 

Barford,  Cringleford,  Old  Costessey,  Hethersett,  Hingham,  Little  Melton, 

Mulbarton,  Newton  Flotman,  Poringland  (Framingham  Earl),  Saxlingham,  Stoke 
Holy  Cross,  Swainsthorpe , Swardeston,  Trowse  Newton  and  Wreningham, 

One  cesspool  emptying  type  of  vehicle  with  night  soil  attachment, 
was  used  with  driver  and  one  mate  on  a weekly  collection  basis  and  I am  glad 
to  say  that  for  the  most  part  the  work  was  carried  out  during  the  hours  of  darkness 
without  any  serious  nuisance.  It  is  hoped  that  the  financial  position  will  f 

allow  for  this  scheme  to  be  extended  in  the  near  future  so  as  to  cover  the 
whole  district.  This  will,  of  course,  entail  the  use  of  an  additional 
vehicle  and  the  employment  of  additional  workmen.  Disposal  of  night  soil 
took  place  on  farm  land,  usually  by  the  composting  method. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

The  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  was  confined  to  private 
properties  with  the  exception  of  a few  cases  where  the  occupiers  of 
agricultural  holdings  asked  for  assistance. 

The  fact  that  only  one  Vermin  Destroyer  is  employed  must  necess- 
arily restrict  the  work  to  private  properties,  but  I am  glad  to  report  that 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  thoroughly  and  in  very  few  instances  were 
return  visits  necessary  after  initial  treatment.  During  the  autumn  a large 
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Increase  or  perhaps  a better  word  would  be  'influx*  of  rats  from  the  land 
occurred  and  although  this  district  did  not  suffer  as  badly  as  many  others, 
it  was  extremely  difficult  for  the  Council's  vermin  destroyer  to  cope  with 
all  the  extra  work.  This  sudden  influx  of  rats  was  considered  to  be  mainly 
due  to  the  contlmed  wet  weather  which  forced  the  rat  population  to  seek 
food  and  shelter  in  the  built-up  areas. 


Number  of  properties  inspected: 


(a) 

as  a result  of  notification  .... 

220 

(b) 

by  survey  under  the  Act 

• • • • 

3889 

Number 

of  properties  found  to 

be  infested: 

(a) 

major  infestation 

• • • e 

20 

(groups  of  10  or  more 

properties ) 

(b) 

minor  infestation 

• • • • 

988 

Number 

of  properties  treated 

• • • • 

1408 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

CARAVAN  SITES  &.  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACTp  1960 

The  above  Act  has  now  been  in  operation  for  just  over  a year  during 
which  time  the  Council  has  been  able  to  consider  the  position  in  relation  to 
the  general  problem  in  the  area  and  the  standard  conditions  which  must 
apply  to  every  site  licensed.  Whether  the  final  standard  conditions  will 
stand  the  test  of  an  appeal  remains  to  be  seen.  The  caravan  problem  in  this 
district  is  mainly  confined  to  the  parish  of  Costessev  and  in  some  respects 
it  is  correct  to  say  peculiar  to  this  area  alone,  where  the  most  difficult 
type  of  caravan  dweller  to  deal  with,  namely,  the  itinerant  dealer,  still 
remains.  At  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  no  nearer  to  a solution. 

I am  still  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  very  little  headway  will 
be  made  to  improve  the  general  position  until  alternative  sites  are  available, 
preferably  Council  owned.  The  problem  of  the  single  paravansite  is  not 
serious  and  in  most  cases  no  difficulty  or  nuisance  is  experienced.  It  is 
inevitable  that  in  an  area  where  a great  deal  of  new  development  is  taking 
place,  there  will  be  caravans  used  as  temporary  accommodation  on  sites  where 
permanent  buildings  are  being  erected.  During  the  month  of  Avigust  a survey 
of  the  district  was  made  and  revealed  the  following  information: - 

Total  number  of  residential  caravans  in  the  district  : 133 

(these  were  parked  on  61  sites) 

The  largest  site  contained  16  caravans,  there  was  another  site 
which  contained  12,  two  sites  with  6 each,  three  sites  with  5 each  and  the 
remainder  with  either  one  or  two  caravans. each. 
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HOUSING 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 


The  slum  clearance  programme  did  not  make  very  great  progress  during 
the  year  in  so  far  as  new  deraolition“ orders  and  undertakings  were  concerned, 
but  the  Slum  Clearance  Sub-^Committee  still  followed  the  practice  of  visiting 
most  of  the  properties  before  final  decisions  are  made,  and  during  the  year 
16  dwellings  were  visited,  resulting  in  6 demolition  orders  being  made. 

It  is  however,  not  always  necessary  for  the  Slum  Clearance  Sub- 
committee to  visit  cases  where  owners  are  willing  to  give  official  under- 
takings not  to  re-let  and  in  connection  with  this,  14  undertakings  were 
accepted. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  years  of  Slum  Clearance 
Programmes,  a total  of  323  dwellings  have  been  the  subject  of  either 
clearance  or  demolition  orders,  and  a further  127  dwellings  have  been  the 
subject  of  undertakings  not  to  re-let. 

It  can  be  recorded  that  except  for  one  small  area  in  the  district, 
the  main  part  of  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  has  been  completed,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  properties  which  are  now  border- 
line cases  can  deteriorate  rapidly  by  neglect  and  become  so  much  sub-standard 
as  to  warrant  consideration  for  demolition.  For  this  reason  alone,  slum 
clearance  in  some  form  or  other  must  be  continually  with  us. 

I would  again  like  to  comment  on  the  Improvement  Grant  section  of  the 
department’s  work. 

Generally  speaking,  the  improvement  of  existing  properties  is 
connected  in  some  way  with  slum  clearance  and  sub-standard  dwellings,  and  for 
this  reason  alone  the  responsibility  resting  upon  tjie  public  health  department 
for  both  sections  of  work  is  a convenient  and  desirable  arrangement. 

There  isj  no  doubt,  that  many  more  properties  would  have  been  added 
to  the  figures  already  given  in  connection  with  demolition  orders  had  it  , , 
not  been  for  the  Improvement  Grant  scheme,  and  even  in  the  better  type  of 
dwelling,  many  would  still  be  waiting  for  those  amenities  which  are  now 
considered  desirable  for  all  dwellii^s. 

During  the  year  126  grants  were  made  in  connection  with  60  ’Standard* 
grant  applications  and  66  ’Discretionary’  grant  applications,  and  resulted 
in  150  units  of  accommodation  being  brought  up  to  the  required  standard. 

This  is  an  increase  of  some  31  applications  and  50  units  of  accommodation 
when  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
figures  for  other  parts  of  the  country.  Nearly  every  application  requires 
a great  deal  of  preliminary  investigation  before  it  can  be  considered  by 
the  appropriate  Committee  and, once  approved,  the  supervision  of  the  work 
requires  a number  of  visits  and  final  checking  of  accounts. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 


The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  district  remained  at  150  and 
during  the  year  107  visits  were  made.  No  contraventions  or  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  found  which  necessitated  statutory  action,  but  in  several 
cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  request  occupiers  to  improve  conditions 
or  provide  amenities,  and  no  difficulties  arose  in  the  carrying  out  of  the 
necessary  work. 

The  general  condition  of  food  premises,  including  bakehouses,  is 
good,  especially  when  one  has  to  take  into  account  the  sometimes  very  old 
type  of  premises. 

The  above  details  do  not  relate  to  the  large  amount  of  work  done 
in  connection  with  the  giving  of  advice  and  visits  made  to  catering  premises 
at  the  Royal  Norfolk  Show  which  was  again  held  on  the  permanent  site  at 
Costessey.  Whilst  it  Is  still  possible  to  further  improve  conditions,  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  the  standard  already  reached  at  this  Show  is 
exceptionally  high  and  I would  like  to  add  my  appreciation  to  that  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  regarding  the  co-operation  received,  especially 
from  the  Show  Secretary  and  others  concerned  in  catering  arrangements. 

It  is  understood  that  even  more  improvements  will  be  made  before  the  next 
Show  is  held  and  further  permanent  buildings  are  being  erected. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  work  done  by  the  department  in  connection  with 
outside  catering  at  the  Royal  Norfolk  Show,  it  is  only  natural  to  turn  one's 
thoughts  to  all  the  other  events  such  as  Gymkhanas,  Garden  Fetes,  Sports 
Meetings,  Rallies, etc. , which  although,  perhaps,  smaller  than  the  large 
Agricultural  Show,  require  a great  deal  of  catering  and  under  much  more 
temporary  and  make-shift  conditions.  Whilst  no  direct  evidence  of  danger 
to  public  health  has  become  known  in  this  district,  should  one  wait  until 
there  is  an  outbreak?  - or  should  the  public  health  department  make  itself 
interested  in  all  outside  catering?  and  if  the  answer  to  the  latter  question 
is  'yes*,  how  far  down  the  scale  should  investigations  be  made. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  frequent  for  the  catering  at  all 
types  of  functions  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  catering  firms  and  the  same 
standard  of  hygiene  should  be  called  for,  whether  the  event  is  large  or 
small,  especially  where  the  public  are  expected  to  buy  food,  otheirwlse  it 
does  tend  to  make  a farce  of  the  high  standards  obtained  at  such  shows  as 
the  Royal  Norfolk. 

I consider  that  the  least  've  can  do  is  to  make  it  publicly  known 
that  we  are  indeed  interested  in  all  types  of  outside  catering  and  that 
the  public  health  department  is  always  ready  to  give  advice. 
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PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 


During  the  year  ns  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  the  storage 
of  petrol  either  for  sale  from  petrol  filling  stations  or  for  use  in  the 
licence  holder’s  own  vehicles  at  such  places  as  farms  and  contractors’ 
premises*  There  are  two  bulk  storage  depots  in  the  district  and  these  are 
also  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  ready  co-operation  of  the  Norfolk  Fire  Department  is  always 
available  to  give  advice  on  all  matters  relating  to  fire  prevention. 

In  all  cases  of  new  applications,  the  premises  were  visited  and  the 
siting  of  storage  tanks  approved  and  the  tanks  Installed  to  comply  with  the 
required  standards  and  tested  before  the  storage  of  petrol  is  allowed. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948 


The  following  tabulated  details  are  in  accordance  with  the  Return 
required  by  the  Ministry: - 


Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority. 

102 

86 

- 

- 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority. 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Totals  : 

108 

91 

- 

- 
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Factories  Acts  (Cont’d) 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Sanitary  Conveniences,  Section  7 


Found  Remedied 


(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  No  separate  for  sexes 


3 

1 


2 

1 


4 3 


Outwork 


Nature  of  work 

No,  of  outworkers 

No,  of  Instances 

in  August  list 

of  work  in  un- 

required  by  Sec .110 

wholesome  nremises 

Wearing  apparel  - making  etc. 

13 

Brush  making 

1 

- 

Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 

11 

- 

— 

— 

25 

- 

■■■■■  ■■■ 

S LAUGHTERHOUSES 

AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  6 licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  the  district  but  during  the  year  the  two  smaller  ones  ceased  to  be 
used.  Of  the  4 remaining,  namely^  1 at  Costessey,  1 at  Hethersett  and  2 at 
Swardeston,  3 deal  mainly  with  the  wholesale  trade  and  entail  long  hours  for 
the  inspectors  in  maintaining  100%  Inspection  of  carcases  slaughtered. 


I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  position  regarding  overtime  was 
considerably  eased  during  the  year  by  the  appointment  of  a further  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  the  work  is  now  carried  out  on  a weekly  rota 
basis  whereby  each  of  the  three  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  work 
full-time  on  meat  inspection  for  one  week  in  every  three. 

Meat  is  exported  to  a number  of  areas  including  Norwich  and  Norfolk 
and  as  far  away  as  Sheffield,  London  and  Southend.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  figures  given,  the  total  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  rose  by  nearly 
500  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
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It  was  mentioned  in  the  1960  report  that  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 

1958,  is  expected  to  reduce  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  most  areas  but  I 
must  point  out  that  in  this  area,  other  than  the  closing  of  two  very  small 
slaughterhouses,  the  position  will  not  be  altered,  in  fact,  the  more  modernised 
the  remaining  premises  become  the  greatipr  will  be  the  throughput.  The  hope 
is  still  expressed  that  the  problem  of  Sunday  killing  and  abnormal  hours  during 
weekdays  will  again  be  considered  by  the  Ministry.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  work  was  in  hand  for  the  necessary  improvements  to  three  of  the  slaughter- 
houses which  will  remain  after  the  '^Appointed  Day”. 


CONDEMNED  MEAT 

During  the  course  of  inspections  at  slaughterhouses  and  the 
examination  of  carcases,  a large  quantity  of  meat.  Including  whole  carcases, 
was  condemned,  but  is  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  there  was  a further 
appreciable  reduction  in  the  nximbers  and  percentages  of  carcases  and  parts 
of  carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis,  this  in  itself  is  proof  of  the 
success  of  the  ’Clean  Area*  policy  of  the  Government. 

The  position  regarding  Cysticercosis  remained  almost  the  same,  there 
being  39  carcases  in  1961  as  compared  with  37  in  1960.  It  would,  therefore, 
appear  that  the  position  for  the  time  being  is  more  or  less  static  but  whether 
there  is  likely  to  be  any  appreciable  decrease  in  future  years  remains  to  be 
seen. 


All  meat  condemned  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of  by  treatment  under 
high  pressure  steam,  mainly  at  the  Concentrator  Plant  of  the  Norwich  Corporation. 
The  condemned  meat  is  collected  by  the  District  Council  and  transported  to 
the  Concentrator  Plant,  so  that  as  far  as  possible  it  is  under  the  Council’s 
complete  control. 


SUMMARY  OF  ANIMALS  KILLED  AND  INSPECTED  AND  DETAILS  OF  CARCASES  AND  PARTS 

CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  Cows  Calves 

(excluding  Cows) 

3535  990  87 


Sheep  Pigs 

2554  31,860 


Total 

39,026 
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STATISTICS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 

AS  REQUIRED  BY  THE 

MINISTRY 

All  diseases 

Ex.  Tuberculosis 

8c  Cvsticerci 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 

Lambs 

Pi£8 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

3 

1 

3 

48 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1339 

479 

5 

196 

5208 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

38.75% 

48.68% 

6.89% 

7.78% 

16,43% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  _ - - - - 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  13  5 - - 726 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  0*36%  0,5%  “ - 2*27% 

affected  with 

tuberculosis 


Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  28  11 

was  condemned 

Carcases  treated  28  11 

by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  “ “ 

condemned 
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Details  of  meat  condemned: 


BEEF 


1 Cow 
1 Cow 
1 Cow 
1 Steer 


(Septic  Pneumonia) 
(Malignant  Tumours) 
(Oedema/Emaci ation ) 
(Septicaemia) 


VEAL 


1 Calf  (Fevered) 


PORK 


42  Pigs  (1  Bruising/Fevered/Pleurisy) 

(8  Jaundice) 

(7  Swine  Fever) 

(2  Moribund) 

(2  Pyaemia) 

(5  Septicaemia) 

(1  Septic  Pneumonia) 

(1  Acute  Septic-Pneumonia) 

(1  Septic  Pleurisy) 

(1  Peritonitis) 

(4  Fevered) 

(1  Septic  Peritonitis) 

(1  Emaciation) 

(1  Leukemia) 

(1  Oedema/ Abscesses ) 

(3  Pyaemia) 

(1  Abscesses/Fevered) 

(1  Arthritis/Fevered) 


6 

Sows 

(1  Septic  Peritonitis) 

(1  Acute  Peritonitis/Oedema) 
(1  Septicaemia) 

(1  Fevered) 

(1  Swine  Erysipelas) 

(1  Abscesses) 

MUTTON 

1 

Sheep 

(Septic  Pleurisy) 

1 

Sheep 

(Tumours ) 

1 

Sheep 

(Oedema/Emaciation) 

Tons 

Cwts 

Total  weight  of 

carcases 

condemned  3 

3 

Total  weight  of 

parts  of 

carcases 

and  offal 

condemned 

27 

8 

Qrs»  Lbs. 
O 7 

3 11 


Total  weight  condemned 


30  11  3 18 
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GENERAL 


In  the  foregoing  report  I have  given  a brief  survey  of  the  main 

sections  of  the  public  health  duties  dealt  with  by  the  department  and  the 

following  points  are  worthy  of  final  mention: - 

(1)  Good  progress  in  relation  to  water  and  sewerage  schemes. 

(2)  A continued  increase  in  services  such  as  refuse  and  night  soil  collection 
and  cesspool  emptying. 

(3)  A large  number  of  dwellings  improved  and  modernised. 

(4)  1007o  meat  inspection  despite  irregular  hours  and  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered,  and 

(5)  as  a final  comment  - The  continued  good  relations  existing  between 
the  staff  and  the  general  public  as  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous 
enquiries  received  at  the  office  for  help  and  advice. 


CONCLUSION 

I cannot  complete  this  report  without  paying  tribute  to  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  my  staff  have  carried  out  their  duties, and  to  the 
co-operation  and  support  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  and  in  particular  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Committees  and 
Sub-Committees  directly  connected  with  the  work  of  the  department. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C$OFFREY  A.  J.  BROWNE,  F.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Ber  House, 
Norwich 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1961 


WATER  SUPPLY 


NORWICH  CORPORATION  SUPPLY  AREA 

Mains  water  supplies , available  to  all  the  26  parishes  in  the 
dislirict  within  the  Statutory  Norwich  Supply  Area  continued  satisfactorily. 

To  meet  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  water  the  Corporation  have 
completed  a storage  water  tower  at  Poringland  and  have  another  under  con- 
struction at  Hethersett. 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL  SUPPLY  AREA 


Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  on  implementing  the  comprehensive 
District  Water  Supply  Scheme  planned  in  1949. 

At  the  end  of  this  year  the  estimated  population  within  the  supply 
area  was  6853. 

Mains  water  is  available  to  approximately  5340, and  it  is  estimated 
that  4000  persons  are  actually  supplied  with  water  from  the  Council's  mains. 


Braconash 

Some  5^  miles  of  4”  and  3”  mains  were  laid  to  serve  50  properties 
of  which  20  were  metered  supplies  in  the  parish  of  Braconash,  including  Hethel. 

As  the  Council  are  to  vacate  the  Hethel  Depot  early  in  1962,  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  close  down  the  existing  Air  Ministry  supply  and  provide  a 
supply  from  the  new  mains  to  the  farm  properties  at  present  served  by  the 
borehole  and  water  tower  on  Hethel  Camp. 
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Welborne 


2^  miles  of  3”  and  4”  mains  were  laid  in  this  village  to  serve 
some  32  properties  of  which  13  were  metered  supplieso  Water  is  purchased 
in  bulk  from  the  Mitford  and  Launditch  R,D„Co,  and  is  obtained  from  their 
Mattlshall  water  tower  and  borehole  installation. 


Hingham,  Deopham  and  Morley  Water  Scheme 

Contract  Noo  1.  This  scheme  was  completed  with  the  laying  of  12^  miles 
of  6”,  4”  and  3”  asbestos  mains  from  the  High  Oak  Waterworks,  Wicklewood, 
including  a new  main  to  reinforce  the  supply  to  the  township  of  Hingham. 
Some  121  new  properties  are  now  served  of  which  40  are  metered  supplies. 

The  mains  were  carried  to  the  Hackford/Hardingham  boundary  at  which  point 
a bulk  supply  is  given  to  the  Mitford  and  Launditch  R.D.C.,  for  the 
parish  of  Hardingham. 

Contract  No.  2.  (Wicklewood  Booster  Station).  This  contract  was  started 
in  October  and  the  station  building  is  roofed  in.  Parts  of  the  pump 
control  equipment  have  been  delivered  and  are  at  present  in  store  in 
Norwich.  When  the  station  is  put  into  commission  in  1962,  it  will  give 
an  improved  supply  of  water  in  the  Hingham  area  where  at  present 
occasional  shortages  occur  in  some  areas  at  times  of  peak  demand. 

Deopham  Stalland 

The  old  Deopham  airfield  mains  were  acquired  by  the  Council  and 
extensions  were  made  to  serve  7 properties  including  3 farms.  The  supply 
is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Wayland  R.D.C. ’s  Ellinghara  water  tower. 

Barnham  Broom 

By  the  end  of  the  year  some  75%  of  the  mains  were  laid  in  the 
Barnham  Broom,  Carle ton  Forehoe  and  Brandon  Parva  areas.  This  included 
a short  extension  to  Wramplingham  (along  the  B.1103),  which  is  now  in 
service  and  serves  6 properties  including  2 farms  on  the  Wramplingham/Great 
Melton  boundary.  It  is  anticipated  that  Easter, 1902  will  see  the  whole 
contract  completed. 

General 

As  the  mains  have  become  available  small  Rural  District  Council 
housing  site  water  supply  installations  have  been  dismantled  at  Braconash 
and  Deopham  and  the  equipment  stored  at  the  Council’s  depot  for  future 
disposal. 

The  only  district  area  not  yet  served  is  Runhall  and  Coston  and 
a supply  scheme  for  this  area  is  under  preparation  by  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers.  It  should  be  ready  early  in  1962  to  go  out  to 
tender. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  AREAS  RE -GROUPING 


Several  meetings  have  taken  place  during  the  year  in  attempts  to 
■ecure  the  amalgamation  of  the  various  Water  Undertakings  in  this  part 
of  Norfolk.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  a great  number  of  technical  and 
administrative  difficulties  have  to  be  overcome  before  amalgamation  takes 
place  and  consultations  between  the  affected  Undertakers  are  still  in 
progress. 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 
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SEWERAGE 


COSTESSEY 

Phase  2,  Section  3.  This  contract  was  finished  in  November  and  completes 
the  main  drainage  of  all  Old  Costessey  village.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
765  dwellings,  3 schools  and  a slaughterhouse,  discharged  into  the 
Costessey  Disposal  Works. 

Section  4.  This  contract  was  placed  with  Harry  Pointer  (Norwich)  Ltd., 
and  a Resident  Engineer  has  been  appointed  for  the  contract  period.  A 
start  will  be  made  on  the  sewers  in  Margaret  Road  area  early  in  January, 
1962.  The  contract  Includes  the  sewering  of  the  remainder  of  New 
Costessey,  the  construction  of  the  Gunton  Lane  Pumping  Station  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


PORINGLAND 

The  contract  for  sewering  the  remainder  of  East  Poringland  was 
completed  during  the  year  to  include  all  the  development  in  the  Rectory 
Lane  and  Burgate  Lane  areas.  A total  of  475  properties  now  discharge 
into  the  Dove  Lane  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

HETHERSETT  AND  CRINGLEFORD 

Progress  on  the  contract  was  interrupted  by  the  liquidation  of 
the  contractors,  F,  W.  Shanks,  Ltd.,  early  in  November.  However,  the 
greater  part  of  Crlngleford  was  sewered  by  then  and  some  87  properties 
had  been  connected  to  the  new  sewers.  H.  O.  Andrews,  Ltd.,  of  Leeds 
are  the  new  Contractors  for  the  remainder  of  the  work  and  they  have 
continued  with  the  works  satisfactorily. 

The  Resident  Engineer,  Mr.  Lister,  also  left  in  November  to 
take  up  a Yarmouth  appointment  and  Mr.  S.  Mallows  from  the  Depwade 
R.D.C.,  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress  it  is  anticipated  that  the  contract 
will  be  completed  by  late  October,  1962, 


FUTURE  SCHEMES 

Poringland.  Section  4.  A scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  by  the 
Council's  Consulting  Engineers  which  will  serve  part  of  the  Upper 
Stoke  Holy  Cross  area  not  already  sewered. 

Hingham.  Extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  sludge  beds  are 
planned  to  overcome  difficulties  which  are  being  experienced  in  drying 
the  sludge. 

Stoke  Holy  Cross.  Shotesham.  Saxlingham.  Newton  Flotman.  Plans  are 
being  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Engineers  for  two  comprehensive  schemes 
to  cover  these  villages. 
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PROPERTIES  CONNECTED  TO  SEWERS 

(Including  sewers  discharging  to  Council  Housing 
Site  Disposal  Works) 


&.  Cringleford) 


CLOSET  CONVERSION  SCHEMES 


Following  the  completion  of  Costessey  Sewerage  Scheme, 

Section  3,  Part  2,  and  Poringland  Sewerage  Scheme  (3),  plans  are  in 
preparation  for  the  conversion  under  Section  47  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  of  some  45  earth  closets  in  Costessey  and  18  in  Poringland  to 
water  closets. 


HOUSING  SITE  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 


Newton  Flotman 

The  disposal  works  have  been  enlarged  to  take  a flow  from  54 
houses,  the  existing  school  and  proposed  new  County  Primary  School. 

The  works  also  provide  for  drainage  from  the  Tillage  Hall. 

Easton 

The  disposal  works  have  been  Increased  in  size  to  deal  with 
flow  expected  from  the  completed  estate  totalling  46  houses.  Difficulties 
have  been  experienced  with  the  existing  sub-soil  irrigation  system  of 
effluent  disposal  and  the  effluent  outfall  was  changed  to  a new  position 
to  discharge  into  a ditch  on  the  Norfolk  County  Council  School  of 
Agriculture  farm  by  agreement  with  that  Authority. 

Bramerton  (Cory's  Close) 

Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  Installed  to  serve 
this  estate  of  10  houses  where  cesspools  have  given  rise  to  nuisance 
owing  to  the  necessity  for  frequent  emptying. 

Surlingham  (Greens  Croft) 

A scheme  has  been  designed  for  this  estate  but  difficulties 
have  been  experienced  in  obtaining  land  for  the  disposal  works  site. 
However,  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  invite  tenders  early 
in  the  new  year. 
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CENTRAL  DEPOT.  KETTERINGHAM 


This  new  depot  is  nearing  completion  and  it  is  estimated  that 
all  the  Departments  will  be  able  to  move  into  their  new  workshops  and 
stores  early  in  i’ebruary,  1962, 


NEW  BUILDING 


The  rate  of  building  in  this  district  shows  no  sign  of  slackening 
for  during  the  year  1082  plans  were  deposited  for  Town  Planning  permission 
or  Building  Bye-law  approval,  compared  with  853  such  applications  in  1960^ 
and  745  in  1959. 

In  1961,237  private  houses  and  11  council  houses  were  completed, 
compared  with  175  private  and  83  council  houses  in  the  previous  year. 

200  private  houses  were  under  construction  in  the  district  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Searches  made  under  the  Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  totalled  690  for 
1961  compared  with  678  for  1960, 

In  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  Increase  in  office  work  a junior 
clerk  was  engaged  in  May  to  help  the  plans  and  town  planning  assistant, 

^lans  have  also  been  prepared  to  extend  the  office  accommodation. 

In  spite  of  the  increase  of  building  development  in  the  district, 
working  at  full  capacity  my  staff  have  been  able  to  cope  with  the  extra 
inspections  including  the  supervisiion  of  sewer  connections  on  main  drainage 
schemes. 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  infringements  of  the  Water  or 
Building  Bye-laws  necessitated  formal  action  during  the  year  and  all  that 
were  discovered  or  reported  were  dealt  with  by  informal  approach. 

Excellent  co-operation  with  the  Building  Contractors  in  the  district 
has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 
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WILLIAM  A.  JONES,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.S.H. 


ENGINEER 


AND  SURVEYOR 


STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
Irene  B.  M.  Green,  M.D, , B.S,,  D.P.H. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Geoffrey  A. J.  Browne,  F.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S. 


DEPUTY  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Bertie  G,  B.  South,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS: 


G,  "J,  L,  Horne, 
B.  M.  Baker, 

L.  Skelton, 

R.  Stevenson, 


ENGINEER  & SURVEYOR 
William  A.  Jones,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.S.H. 


M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H 
M.A.P.H.I. , M.R.S.H 
M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 
M.A.P.H.I. , M.R.S.H 


DEPUTY  ENGINEER  SURVEYOR 
Frederick  J.  Adds,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.S.H 


(until  11/6/61) 

(30/1/61) 

(11/11/01) 


